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SUBJECT: AUGUST 18 SYRIAN MEDIA REPORT PRESIDENT ASAD'S 
REMARKS ON LEBANESE CRISIS AT COLOMBO NAC AND DECLINING 
SUPPORT FOR JUMBLATT AMONG LEBANESE DRUZE COMMUNITY 

1 . SYRIAN MEDIA GAVE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE TO PRESIDENT ASAD S 
SPEECH AT COLOMBO NAC. PRESS BANNERED HIS REMARKS ABOUT 
LEBANON: "FORCES OPPOSING ARAB NATION EXPLODED INCIDENTS 
IN LEBANON. OUR EFFORTS ACHIEVED SECURITY AND TRANQUILITY 
IN VAST AREAS OF FRATERNAL COUNTRY. WE HOPE ALL WILL 
COOPERATE TO OVERCOME PLOT." SPEECH REVEALED NO CHANGES IN 
SYRIAN POLICY TOWARD LEBANON (DETAILS REPORTED SEPTEL). 
ASAD CONTINUED HIS CONTACTS WITH INTERNATIONAL LEADERS AT 
NAC, INCLUDING SYG WALDHEIM, SHEIKH ZAYID OF ABU DHABI, 
TUNISIAN FONMIN, AMIR OF BAHRAIN, MOROCCAN PRIMIN AND 
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DISCUSSIONS CONCENTRATED ON LEBANON AND OTHER ISSUES. 

2. UNDER CAPTION. "JUMBLATT FACES ISOLATION FROM 
HIS FELLOW DRUZE," PRESS REPORTED SANA RELEASE 
CLAIMING JUMBLATT LOSING SUPPORT OF OTHER DRUZE 
LEADERS. CITING ARRIVAL OF LEBANESE DRUZE DELEGATION 

IN DAMASCUS PREVIOUS WEEK, ARTICLE REPORTED COMMENTS BY 
DELEGATION MEMBERS THAT JUMBLATT NOT ENTITLED TO 
SPEAK ON BEHALF OF DRUZE COMMUNITY IN LEBANON BECAUSE 
HE HOPESNOT REFLECT THEIR VIEWS. 

3. TISHRIIN COLUMNIST CHARGED "SADAT REGIME" WITH 
INFLAMING CONFESSIONAL STRIFE AND WORKING TO IMPLEMENT 
PARTITION IN LEBANON. 

4. COMMENT: SARG IS CONTINUING ITS ATTEMPT TO 
UNDERMINE JUMBLATT'S SUPPORT WITHIN DRUZE COMMUNITY 
IN ADDITION TO WEANING AWAY TRADITIONAL SUNNI MUSLIM 
LEADERS. 

MURPHY 
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